
 

I/N News … especially for you! 

ACBL District 13 presents 
Volume 26,  Issue 4 

Winter, 2026 
Suzi Subeck, Editor   

John Pereles, President 

Suzi Subeck, Vice President 

Yvette Neary, Secretary 

Bill Higbee, Treasurer 

1 

In 1995, Andrew Robson 
founded the highly 
successful Andrew 
Robson Bridge Club in 
South West London. He 
has written the courses 
which  tens of thousands 
have taken at the Club 
over the years. He still 
teaches several 
weekends a year. 
Andrew has written the 
daily Bridge column for 
The Times for over 20 
years. He has written 
weekly for Country Life 
for 30 years and weekly 
for Money Week for 
nearly 20 years. He also 
writes monthly for The 
Oldie. Andrew produces 
acclaimed daily 
instruction “BridgeCast” 
videos for all levels of 
players (go to 
andrewrobsonbridgecast
.com) and has seen a 
meteoric rise in many of 
his subscribers. 

https://www.andrewrobsonbridgecast.com/
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Never Put Down an 8-Card Suit in Dummy By Karen Walker originally in The Advocate 
 

Partner opens 1♠, your right-hand-opponent passes, and you hold  
♠Q ♥104 ♦KQJ98654 ♣102  
What’s your plan for the bidding? 

 

This hand was dealt in the Life Master Pairs at the 1997 ACBL summer championships in Albuquerque NM, and it 
generated some lively discussions after the game. Some players responded 2D,x planning to continue bidding 
diamonds until partner got the message. Others, many of whom were playing a system where a 2-over-1 
response is forcing to game, chose a Forcing 1NT to limit their high-card strength. This conventional response 
forces opener to bid one more time so you can continue describing your hand. 
Whether you choose 1NT or 2♦, the real problem comes at your second turn after partner jumps to 3♠. What 
now? 

 

Even though this was an “expert” event, the players varied widely in their approaches with this hand, and the final 
scores were all over the map. The most frequent choice was a raise to 4♠, which is the contract that would 
probably score the most matchpoints if it makes. These players figured that their spade queen was a valuable 
filler, and they hoped their diamond suit would be a source of tricks. Even the two tens might be helpful 
“pushers” if partner needed to develop tricks in hearts or clubs. 
The second most popular choice was a pessimistic pass. Partner’s 3♠ bid is highly invitational, but the passers 
didn’t like having a singleton (even a good one) for support, and they were discouraged by their lack of aces and 
kings. 

 

When I held this hand, the lack of an outside trick slowed me down, too. I chose the Forcing 1NT to limit my hand, 
with the intention of jumping in diamonds after partner’s rebid. When partner jumped to 3♠, I found myself 
tempted by the high-scoring 4♠ contract but finally decided that my hand rated to be worthless in any contract 
but diamonds. 

 

I couldn’t bid 4♦ because we play any new-suit bid here as a cuebid for a possible spade slam — showing the ace 
of diamonds and a good hand (10+ points) with some spade support. So I launched off to 5♦, and that ended the 
auction. 

 

The results: Partner held just what he advertised: ♠AKJ1086 ♥A85 ♦3 ♣K84. 

 

The ♣A was onside, and I pitched my heart loser on one of dummy’s spades to end up with 11 tricks — 7 
diamonds, 2 spades, a club and a heart. That was good for 80 percent of the matchpoints, which indicates how 
few pairs were willing to bid 5♦ with this hand. Some pairs stopped in 4♦, and they got the second-highest score. 
As you can see, the spade contracts were disasters, and most declarers took only seven or eight tricks. The lead 
was a singleton diamond to the ace, usually followed by a shift to hearts. If declarer tried to cash a high diamond 
when he was in dummy with the spade queen, he went down three — the diamond was ruffed, the opponents 
led more hearts, and with no more dummy entries, partner couldn’t even lead up to his club king. 
Optimism is often rewarded at matchpoints. If partner had held Ax of diamonds and the same spade suit, the 
spade bidders would have beaten my score. Counting on partner for a diamond fit, though, seemed way too 
optimistic to me. When you hold an 8-card suit, the odds are heavy that partner is very short, especially when you 
know he has a long suit of his own. 

 

Good bridge advice 

 

The lesson on this hand was summed by my friend Lee Magee of Kansas City. When we were discussing this hand 
over New Mexican margaritas after the session, one of our group asked Lee why he had been so confident about 
his 5♦ bid. “I have a hard-and-fast rule,” Lee bellowed. “Never put down an 8-card suit in dummy!” 
That may be somewhat of an over-simplification, but it makes good sense. When you have an auction in which 
you and partner have both shown long suits, and you’re in doubt about which one should be trumps, make the 
weaker hand the declarer. Since the weak hand will have fewer outside entries, its long suit may score tricks only 
if it’s trumps. 
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Popular Bridge Quotes: 
 
Here are some of my favorite bridge quotes from Eddie Kantar: 
 
“If you have the slightest touch of masochism, you’ll love this game.” 
 
“Bridge is a great comfort in old age. It also helps you get there faster.” Rueful Rabbit 

 
“The difference between genius and stupidity at the bridge table is that genius has its limits.” 
 
“We had a partnership misunderstanding. My partner assumed I knew what I was doing.” 
 
“Your play was much better tonight and so were your excuses.” 
 
“Where’s the hand you held during the auction?”— Jan Nanitschke when he saw the dummy. 
 
“It’s not the handling of difficult hands that makes the winning player. There aren’t enough of them. It’s the ability to 
avoid messing up the easy ones.” — S. J. Simon 
 
“I’d like a review of the bidding with all of the original inflections.” — George Kaufman 
 
“Regardless of what sadistic impulses we may harbor, winning bridge means helping partner avoid mistakes.” Frank 
Stewart 

 
“I favor light opening bids. When you’re my age, you can never be sure that the bidding will get back around to you.” 

— Oswald Jacoby at 77. 
 

Alfred Sheinwold Quotables: 
 
“The real test of a bridge player isn’t in keeping out of trouble, but in escaping once he’s in.” 
 
“One advantage of bad bidding is that you get practice at playing atrocious contracts.” 
 
“Learn from the mistake of others. You won’t live long enough to make them all yourself.” 
 
“No five trick set should be considered a complete failure. It can always be used as a bad example.” 
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Still one of the best bridge texts on the market today! 
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Tips for learners by Karen Walker: 
Take it slow.  Few people "get it" the first time 
a bridge concept is explained. You don't need to 
master any of the steps above before moving 
on to the next. Give each one a try and plan to 
come back later to review.   
Try to avoid memorizing.  Focus on the logic 
behind the rules and how that reasoning can be 
used to make other decisions in the bidding and 
play. Your goal is to throw away the "cheat 
sheet" and rely on your judgment. 
Keep playing.  Experience is the best teacher, 
especially for improving card play. Practice with 
the online solitaire games as often as possible.  
Keep learning.  These 12 steps cover just the 
basics, but that's all you need to start enjoying 
bridge and acquiring more skills. As you become 
comfortable with what you've learned here, you 
may want to add to your bidding system and 
explore other aspects of the game. These sites 
are excellent resources: 
♣  Bridge Basics from Richard Pavlicek -- A 
concise introduction for the complete beginner. 
♣  Karen's Bridge Library -- Bidding summaries, 
quizzes, reference material and "how-to" tips 
for beginners and beyond. 
♣ American Contract Bridge League (ACBL) 
Video Library -- Short video lessons on a wide 
range of topics for beginners and advancing 
players.   
Take the next step.  If you can play beginner-
level bridge, you can play duplicate bridge. 
Consider playing in an online club or entering a 
novice game at your local club. Here are some 
helpful sites:  
♣  Discover the Fun & Challenge of Duplicate 
Bridge -- An online booklet that explains how a 
duplicate game works and offers tips for pair 
and team play.  
♣  Find a Club -- Search for a duplicate club near 
you in this directory from the American 
Contract Bridge League. Many clubs offer 
games just for beginners.  
♣  Bridgebase Online -- The biggest online 
playing site, with free games in a variety of 
formats. The "Relaxed Club" area has tables for 
newcomers.  

http://www.rpbridge.net/rpbl.htm
http://www.kwbridge.com
https://www.acbl.org/video-library/#foogallery-23268/f:Beginner
https://www.acbl.org/video-library/#foogallery-23268/f:Beginner
https://kwbridge.com/dup.htm
https://kwbridge.com/dup.htm
C:/Users/stans/OneDrive/Documents/# Foundation Funds
http://bridgebase.com
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Note: We are no longer snail mailing any issues of this newsletter. Snail mail has become cost prohibitive.  

The newsletters are available online only at the District 13 website. 

To access the site and find the newsletters, go to: 

 

http://acbl-district13.org/ArticlesAndNewsletters.htm 

Newsletters at this address go back to 2001.  

You can read them, print them, and enjoy them from there. 

 

 

(Continued on page 8) 

  

Some people think bridge is no big “deal”, 
But we know for certain, the passion is real! 

Playing in person or playing online, 
Whatever “suits” you, it’s fun and it’s fine! 
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[First Name][Last Name][New Rank]

Michael Airdo New Emerald Life Master

Belinda Brock New Life Master

Belinda Brock New Bronze Life Master

Brandon Brylawski New Club Master

Christina Fawcett New Junior Master

BJ GroenewoldNew Life Master

Mary Hartman New Regional Master

Maryann Leonard New Club Master

Robert Listernick New Bronze Life Master

Ladd Mengel New Club Master

Jan Nichol New Regional Master

Nicole Qian New NABC Master

Usha Raj New Sectional Master

Madeline Redmond New Junior Master

Laxman Singh New Club Master

Barbara Brown New Advanced NABC Master

Susan Cambria New Junior Master

Pamela Davis New NABC Master

Dorothy Fischer New Regional Master

Daphne GreenwoodNew Ruby Life Master

John Herder New NABC Master

Kim Krueger New Junior Master

Judy Kvalheim New Bronze Life Master

Judy Kvalheim New Life Master

Doris Lotz New Junior Master

Carol Malmberg New Junior Master

Dennis McCarthy New Sectional Master

Mary Olson New Club Master

Barbara Piester New Ruby Life Master

Catherine Quella New Bronze Life Master

Catherine Quella New Life Master

Jay Quella New Bronze Life Master

Jay Quella New Life Master

Thomas Rutherford New Sectional Master

Karen Tallitsch New Club Master

Rose Wilcox New NABC Master

Phyllis Brenowitz New Regional Master

Craig Farrell New Club Master

Michael Friedman New Junior Master

Gail Hendley ZhuNew Club Master

Ernest Hirn New Junior Master

Curtis Kohlman New Junior Master

Curtis Kohlman New Club Master

Nancy Miller New NABC Master

Jane Sauer New Sectional Master

First Name Last Name New Rank

Judi Cellini Junior Master

Dennis Chaplin Junior Master

Kris Holman Junior Master

Jojo Kim Junior Master

Nathaniel Miller Junior Master

Tom Morsch Junior Master

Joan Platt Junior Master

Sandra Rutherford Junior Master

Wesley Wei Junior Master

Anne Youngquist Junior Master

Eric Youngquist Junior Master

Kate Brown Club Master

Jane Goodman Club Master

Aaron HannemannClub Master

Zhiqiang Hu Club Master

Jeffrey Slutsky Club Master

Mark Thomas Club Master

Deirdre Brekke Sectional Master

Jan Destefano Sectional Master

Jill Henning Sectional Master

Carol Jenkins Sectional Master

Larry Johnson Sectional Master

Kristen Lampe Sectional Master

Peter Lampe Sectional Master

William McGillivray Sectional Master

Elan RavishankarSectional Master

Waldemar Skrzypek Sectional Master

Elaine Stowe Sectional Master

Aida Sulayman Sectional Master

Zhiying Xu Sectional Master

Robert Alexejun Regional Master

Virginia Taylor Regional Master

Rebecca Anderson NABC Master

Nancy Goldberg NABC Master

Gary Olsen NABC Master

Sara Drury Adv NABC Master

Zinnia Meyer Adv NABC Master

James O Donnell Life Master

Wendy Rieser Life Master

Rahul Garga Silver Life Master

William Scott Silver Life Master

Henry Shi Silver Life Master

Marilyn Vercellino Silver Life Master

Sharon Abrams Gold Life Master

Nic Hristea Gold Life Master

Dianne Kiehl Gold Life Master

Joseph Stokes Diamond Life Master

Steve Clark Platinum Life Master
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Spring is in the air! Peter and four of his friends decided to 
make the best of the warm weather to earn some money 
for their summertime projects. They each chose a street in 
their respective neighborhoods and went from house to 
house offering to do yard work. Determine the full name of 
each boy, the street name each chose to work on, the 
number of homes each boy worked for, and how much 
money each boy earned.  
1. Craig, whose last name isn't Smith, did yard work for 

the most homes, a total of seven. The boy who covered 
Marsh Street did yard work for the least, only three 
homes.  

2. The boy whose last name is Miller made less than the 
boy who worked on Prescott Street and $10 more than 

the boy who worked for five homes.  
3. Larry, whose last name isn't Smith, made $5 less than 

the boy who worked on Spring Street.  
4. The boy who worked on Apple Lane made $25, the 

least amount. The boy who made the most, $55, 
worked for six homes.  

5. The following list orders the boys from the least 
amount of money collected to the most amount 
collected: Bill, the boy whose last name is Jones, the 
boy who worked for five homes, the boy who worked 
on Forest Road, the boy whose last name is West.  

6. Peter worked for two more homes than did the boy 
whose last name is Grant. Greg made $10 less than the 
boy who worked on Forest Road.  
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Stan Subeck Central States Regional 

October 15-18, 2026 

Eventz … Schaumburg, IL 

 
Goto CCBAUnit123.com, Choose tournaments at top of home 

page, goto Stan Subeck Central States Reg for schedule and 

other information! 

 

Schedule: 
Thursday October 15 

10 and 3:00 Open Pairs (stratified) 
Gold Rush Pairs (stratified) 

  

Friday October 16 
10 and 3 Open Pairs (stratified) 

Gold Rush Pairs (stratified) 
  

Saturday October 17 
10 and 3 Open Pairs (stratified) 

Gold Rush Pairs (stratified) 
  

Sunday October 18  
10 playthru  

Open Swiss (stratified) 
Gold Rush Swiss (stratified) 

  

  

Tournament Chair: David Sales 
kishkes@gmail.com 

Partnership Chair: Jan Churchwell 
Jan8242@gmail.com 

  



 

   

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

12 


