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I/N News … especially for you! 

ACBL District 13 presents 
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Spring, 2025 

 

In 1995, Andrew Robson founded the 
highly successful Andrew Robson 
Bridge Club in South West London. 
He has written the courses which  
tens of thousands have taken at the 
Club over the years. He still teaches 
several weekends a year. Andrew has 
written the daily Bridge column for 
The Times for over 20 years. He has 
written weekly for Country Life for 30 
years and weekly for Money Week 
for nearly 20 years. He also writes 
monthly for The Oldie. Andrew 
produces acclaimed daily instruction 
“BridgeCast” videos for all levels of 
players (go to 
andrewrobsonbridgecast.com) and 
has seen a meteoric rise in many of 
his subscribers. 

https://www.andrewrobsonbridgecast.com/
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With Spring 

Come the flowers 

And also 

The showers… 

 

I toss off 

My boots. 

And bid the  

Red suits! 

 

Diamonds 

And Hearts! 

And strawberry 

Tarts! 



The Second Annual WBF Women’s Online Teams was 
held from January 3-5, 2025, on RealBridge. There were 
74 teams consisting of 453 players from 41 countries 
participating in the Transnational competition … pretty 
impressive! Scheduling the matches across so many time 
zones was daunting. Shireen Mohandes and Andy Bowles 
worked tirelessly to set up and arrange things so players 
would not have to play through the nights. Shireen and 
Andy set it up so no one was wildly off schedule. 
 
RealBridge is aptly named. It is IMHO the best online 
platform for “real” bridge play. With cameras and sound, 
it is exactly like playing in your living room with three of 
your friends. You interact with the others exactly like you 
would face-to-face, but you are online and it is very 
comfortable. 
 
Several North American women participated in this event 
sponsored by the WBF Women’s Committee. The 
Women’s Committee promoted the tournament from 
start to finish. With 74 teams, the message is clear: 
Women want Women’s Bridge. They like playing one 
another and if you plan it, they will come! Online offers 
great ease without the expense or bother of travel.  
 
Kibitzing on RealBridge works well. It is possible to move 
from table to table following the action. There were 
more kibs than expected at this event and it went 
seamlessly.  
 
WBF president, Jan Kamras, approved daily bulletins 
produced by Mark Horton that were excellent. The 
bulletins gave the event a branding and it was great. The 
bulletins are online and you can find them at: 
worldbridge.org. 
 
Ladies: Consider planning teams for next year. You will 
be glad you did! You may find new friends and new 
partners. It is a great way to meet others. 
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First Name Last Name New Rank  
Susan Enright Junior Master 
Barbara Friedman Junior Master 
Jane Sauer Junior Master 
Kaining Sheng Junior Master 
Blaise Vitale Junior Master 
John Adams Club Master 
Marjorie Appel Club Master 
Dan Ehrmann Club Master 
Nathan Krause Club Master 
Kristen Lampe Club Master 
Jean Burgener Sectional Master 
Dorothy Fischer Sectional Master 
Earl Fischer Sectional Master 
Gregory Fritz Sectional Master 
Susan Fritz Sectional Master 
Richard Gilmore Sectional Master 
Sandra Gilmore Sectional Master 
Debbie Kamin Sectional Master 
Carolyn Montgomery Sectional Master 
Bryan Naab Sectional Master 
James Skinner Sectional Master 
Janis Arnovich Regional Master 
Sally Gleason Regional Master 
Gail Kepley Regional Master 
Helen Melchior Regional Master 
Mona Varney Regional Master 
Daniele Langer NABC Master 
Daniel Walsh NABC Master 
Gail Conder Adv NABC Master 
Avery Wang Adv NABC Master 
Jacob Breneisen Life Master 
Kunal Pujara Life Master 
Jacob Breneisen Bronze Life Master 
Jan Summers Bronze Life Master 
Terry Burk Silver Life Master 
Neel French Silver Life Master 
Ted Pristash Silver Life Master 
Irene Beaudoin Ruby Life Master 
Bill Davis Ruby Life Master 
Steve Kimmel Ruby Life Master 
Al Marino Ruby Life Master 
James Abbott Gold Life Master 
Paul Prez Gold Life Master 
Frank Christopher Sapphire Life Master 
Robert Webster Emerald Life Master 
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Opener’s Rebid – Balanced hands (SA) 
As an opening bid, you can show the following balanced hands in one go: 

 15-17 = 1NT 

 20-22 = 2NT 
So that leaves two ranges that qualify for an opening bid that we need to find a way to show: balanced hands with 
12-14 and 18-19 HCP. You will notice that one of these is too weak to have opened 1NT; the other is too strong. 
The basic principle is simple: we open 1 of a suit first and then rebid NT to show a balanced hand, unless we have 
4-card support for Partner’s major. 
Your opening bid 
When you open a suit at the 1-level, you will be promising a different number of cards depending on whether your 
opening is in a major or a minor: 

 1♥/♠ = 5+ cards 

 1♣/♦ = 3+ cards 
If you are 5332 or 4333 with a 4-card minor, you can just open your longest suit (as you would do with an 
unbalanced hand). However, if you are 4432 or 4333 with a 4-card major, things are more complicated as you 
cannot open 1Major without 5 cards in the suit. Which minor should you choose instead? 
People do different things but the easiest way is to follow the “Better Minor” convention. This comprises a simple 
set of rules: 

 One minor is longer than the other  = open the longer one 

 4-4 in both minors = open 1♦ 

 3-3 in both minors = open 1♣ 

This ensures that your 1♦ opening will only ever be just 3 cards if you are precisely 4♠4♥3♦2♣. 
Your rebid with support 
Remember that the first priority of strain is to find out whether you have an 8-card major fit with your partner. So 
if you have 4-card support for your partner’s major, you must show it. 
Now think back to the schema you learned in the lesson on rebidding with unbalanced hands: 

 12-15 = minimum, so raise to 2M 

 16-18 = maximum, so raise to 3M 

 19 = you have game opposite Partner’s 6, so raise to 4M 
If you have a balanced hand, you will be in the 12-14 or 18-19 ranges. So raise accordingly: 

 12-14 bal with 4-card support = minimum, so raise to 2M 

 18 bal with 4-card support = maximum, so raise to 3M 

 19 bal with 4-card support = game-going, so raise to 4M 
Your rebid without support 
Now let’s learn something new! 
If your partner has responded 1 of a suit, you have two NT rebids available below game for describing your hand: 
1NT and 2NT. Therefore, rebidding 1NT shows 12-14 HCP and 2NT shows 18-19 HCP. 
If your partner has responded 2 of a suit instead, you have to show the two different ranges with 2NT and 3NT: 
2NT shows 12-14 and 3NT shows 18-19. 
If your partner has responded 1NT (6-9 HCP), your options change slightly; this is because he has made a non-
forcing bid. 

 With 12-14 HCP, you will not make a game opposite Partner’s HCP-count; you will have at most 21-23 HCP 
between you. So you should pass with these hands. 

 With 18-19 HCP, you might well make a game, so you should bid 2NT with these hands. 
Here is a summary for you: 

Bid / P’s response 1♦ to 1♠ 2♣ to 2♥ 1NT 

Pass     12-14 

1NT 12-14       

2NT 18-19 12-14 18-19 

3NT    18-19    

Two important points: 
1. When you open the bidding, always have an idea of the rebid you would like to make and the type of hand you 
would like to show. This will speed up the auction if you get to make that rebid and help you to make your decision 
if you are forced to modify it. 
2. Your second bid should tell your partner whether or not you are balanced, unless you have support for your 
partner’s major. 
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2025 District 13 Spring Regional, Madison Marriott West 
1313 John Q Hammons Dr., Middleton, WI, phone: 608-824-2710 

Room Rate: $159—Reservations must be made by April 14, 2025 to guarantee rate 

Monday May 5- Friday May 9th 
 

 

Schedule of Events: 
 

Monday, May 5 

10:00 and 3:00  Open Pairs    (0-1500; 1500-3500; 3500+) 

10:00 and 3:00  Gold Rush Pairs  (0-100; 100-300; 300-750) 

 

Tuesday May 6th 

10:00 and 3:00  Open Pairs   (0-1500; 1500-3500; 3500+) 

10:00 and 3:00  Gold Rush Pairs  (0-100; 100-300; 300-750) 

 

Wednesday May 7th 

10:00 and 3:00  Open Swiss Teams  (0-1500; 1500-3500; 3500+) 

10:00 and 3:00  Gold Rush Swiss Teams  (0-100; 100-300; 300-750) 

 

Thursday May 8th 

10:00 and 3:00  Open Pairs   (0-1500; 1500-3500; 3500+) 

10:00 and 3:00  Gold Rush Pairs  (0-100; 100-300; 300-750) 

 

Friday  May 9th 

10 am  Stratified Swiss Teams Playthrough ... Lunch Included 

Flt A/B/C (3500+; 1500-3500; 0-1500) 

 

Yvette Neary 

 Tournament Chair 

  414-526-9035; Email: yneary@gmail.com 

 

Marge Morgan 

Partnership Chair 

Email: mumorgan55@gmail.com 

mailto:yneary@gmailcom
mailto:mumorgan55@gmail.com


Note: We are no longer snail mailing any issues of this newsletter. 

Snail mail has become cost prohibitive.  

The newsletters are available online only at the District 13 website. 

To access the site and find the newsletters, go to: 

 

http://acbl-district13.org/ArticlesAndNewsletters.htm 

Newsletters at this address go back to 2001.  

You can read them, print them, and enjoy them from there. 
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If I used my 

Crystal Ball, 

I’d think the queens 

And find ‘em all!! 

Spring Fling Sectional * 

The Lanes on 20 

Mt. Pleasant, WI 

Apr 2 - Apr 4, 2025  

Save the Dates! 



11 



 

12 

Count Signals… Standard Signals 
 
High-Low and Low-High Count Signals 
Count signals may be used when either partner or declarer leads the suit. Give partner good count 
signals so partner can count out the hand. Use judgment on when to signal as some signals help declarer 
more than they help partner. Some declarers pay less attention but some pay great attention. Gage your 
competition before over-signaling.  
 
Can I show how many cards I have in a suit? 
A count signal indicates the number of cards that a defender holds in each suit. Playing high-low in a suit 
indicates an even number of cards in that suit, while playing low-high indicates an odd number 
 
The count signal is used to show the number of cards held in the suit being led. 
A high card (7 and above) implies an even number of cards in that suit. 
A low card (6 and below) implies an odd number of cards in that suit. 
 
Count is often given by playing: 
High-Low from two cards. 
Low-High from three or five cards. 
Second-highest card followed with third-highest from four cards. 
 

Types of Count Signals 
Hi-Low 
As soon as you get a chance, discarding a high card and your second discard being a lower ranked card in 
the same suit no matter how high or low, tells partner that you hold an even number of cards in the suit 
you discarded. 
 
Low-Hi 
Discarding a low card and then a higher card in a suit tells your partner that you have an odd number of 
cards in that suit. Discarding the 2 of any suit automatically indicates to partner that you have an odd 
number of cards in that suit because it’s not possible to make a high -low signal for your next discard in 
this suit. 
 
Middle-Up-Down 
Known as MUD. With a holding of 3 cards containing no honor cards, discard the middle card first, then 
the highest, and on the third lead of the suit play the lowest – partner will be able to work out where the 
honor cards may be lying. 
 
Hopefully, partner can look at their holdings in a suit and in dummy and work out declarer’s holding 
based on that and your count signals. 
 
Some signals are suit preference but we will deal with that at another time. 


