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 Andrew Robson is  a player, teacher, 
writer. In 1995, he founded the 
highly successful Andrew Robson 
Bridge Club in SW London. He has 
written courses which tens of 
thousands have taken over the 
years. Andrew has written the daily 
Bridge column for The Times for 
over 20 years. He has written 
weekly for Country Life for 30 years 
and weekly for Money Week for 20 
years. He also writes monthly for 
The Oldie. 
 

Andrew has put his training as a 
schoolteacher to good use by 
heading hundreds of instructional 
seminars around the UK in aid of 
charity.  He was appointed Officer 
of the Order of the British Empire in 
the 2013 New Year Honors for 
services to bridge and charity. Later 
the same year he was the joint 
winner of Personality of the Year at 
the International Bridge Press 
Association's annual awards. In 
2018 he was a winner of the English 
Bridge Union's Diamond Award, 
introduced to recognize players "in 
recognition of excellence and 
success over a sustained period for 
England's international teams”. 
Andrew represented England for 30 
years. His competitive successes 
include winning the World Youth 
Team Championships, the European 
Championships, and the Gold Cup 
on no fewer than eight occasions. 
Andrew has written over 20 books 
on the game, including Tips for 
Intermediates, the Next Level, Top 
Tens and, most recently, Strong and 
Fives. He mainly teaches Acol. 
 

Andrew is married, with two 
daughters, and lives in London. 
When not bridging, he loves long 
walks and bike rides. 

By Andrew Robson 

Robson, For Intermediates, continued on page 2 
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Andrew  Robson is a highly 
accomplished bridge 

professional, writer and 
teacher. From his home in the 
United Kingdom, Robson is the 
bridge columnist for The Times 

and Country Life. Andy was 
born on January 5, 1964 in 
Chester, United Kingdom 

Robson for Advanced Players, 

continued on page 3 

https://www.google.com/search?client=firefox-b-1-d&q=Chester&stick=H4sIAAAAAAAAAOPgE-LSz9U3ME1KzjEzVOIEsQ1NjIyTtMSyk630C1LzC3JSgVRRcX6eVVJ-Ud4iVnbnjNTiktSiHayMu9iZOBgAUl0cOUMAAAA&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjvtfy86o_7AhVqmWoFHTSmAP4QmxMoAHoECEwQAg
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 Opening Three-Bids -- for weak hands with long, strong suits.  

 
An opening Three-Bid, called a preempt, shows a weak hand can take five or more tricks if your suit is 
trumps, but is unlikely to take any tricks in any other suits. To open (or overcall) a Three-Bid, you should 
have:  

 A good, long suit (6 or 7 cards, with at least two honors).  
 No ace or king in any other suit.  
 No 4-card major (especially if partner is not yet a passed hand).  

Always consider the vulnerability. If you're vulnerable (your side has made a game), the penalties for 
not making your contract are much higher. Open a vulnerable Three-Bid only if you have strong 7-card 
suit. Here are some example hands:  

♠973   ♥3   ♦KQJ942   ♣Q43 -- Open 3D (but pass if you're vulnerable).  

♠AKJ10743   ♥5   ♦8654   ♣8 -- Open 3S at any vulnerability.  If you're white vs. red, consider opening 
4S.  

♠A6   ♥J943   ♦Void   ♣KJ86432 -- Pass. You have too much strength outside your suit to open 3C, which 
would make it almost impossible to find a heart fit if you have one. This hand may be easier to describe 
later (with an overcall, or a response to partner's opening bid).  

♠AKJ10763   ♥82   ♦QJ54   ♣Void -- Open 4S. This has too much playing strength for 3S.  

♠K84   ♥AK108654   ♦86   ♣4 -- Open 1H. This hand is too strong for a 3-bid.  
Once you make a Three-Bid, you've described your entire hand, so you shouldn't bid again unless 
partner makes a forcing bid. The only ways partner can force are by bidding a new suit, by cuebidding 
the opponent's suit, or by asking for aces.  

 
Responding to a Three-Bid 
If partner opens a Three-Bid, it's up to you to place the contract. With a weak hand and no fit, you pass. 
With a stronger hand, don't count just points -- what's important is the number of tricks you can take. 
Consider the vulnerability and try to visualize partner's hand, then count your potential tricks.  

 A bid of game in partner's suit or notrump (3H-4H or 3D-3NT) shows a strong playing hand with 
a fit and quick tricks (aces and kings).  

 A new suit response (3C-3S) shows a strong hand and a good, usually 6+-card suit. Partner won't 
have 4-card support (even 3-card support is unlikely), so don't suggest a new suit unless you 
have a very good one.  

 A simple raise below game (3C-4C) shows a trump fit, but no interest in game. You may raise to 
put pressure on the opponents, to compete for the contract or to sacrifice. A raise does not 
invite partner to bid again.  

 
The Sacrifice 
A Three-Bid can be valuable when you want to "steal" the hand with a sacrifice. If the opponents bid 
game, you bid higher in partner's suit, hoping to get a smaller minus score than if the opponents had 
made game.  
For a sacrifice to be profitable, your hand must be weak enough in high cards for you to be sure the 
opponents can make a game. Your hand must also be strong enough in playing tricks and trump support 
for you to be sure you won't be set more than two (sometimes three) tricks.  
The best time for a sacrifice is when you are not vulnerable and the opponents are-when their game 
would give them a 700-point rubber. You can then afford to be doubled and go down as many as three 
tricks (losing 500 points) for your sacrifice to be profitable. 

 Preempts continued on page 5 
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Note: We are no longer snail mailing any issues of this 

newsletter. Snail mail has become cost prohibitive.  

The newsletters are available online only at the District 

13 website. 

To access the site and find the newsletters, go to: 

 

http://acbl-district13.org/ArticlesAndNewsletters.htm 

Newsletters at this address go back to 2001.  

You can read them, print them, and enjoy them from 

there. 

Karen Walker is a National Champion who lives in 
Champaign, Illinois. She is the editor of the D8 
newsletter and the chairman of the annual 
Champaign Regional.  
 
Karen serves on the ACBL Disciplinary Committee, 
writes a regular column for the ACBL monthly 
bulletin, and is a great volunteer in the organization. 

(3-Level Preempts, Continued from page 4) 
 
AT THE TABLE 
You are not vulnerable. Partner opens 3S and the opponent on your right passes. What is your bid?  

♠J87   ♥9   ♦AK72   ♣AJ1054  
4S. Your spade support will help partner take at least 5 (or as many as 7) trump tricks, plus your 
three top tricks in the minor suits. It's also likely that he can score one or two more tricks by 
trumping hearts in your hand or setting up your clubs.  

♠86   ♥KQJ5   ♦KJ65   ♣AJ3  
Pass. This hand has more points than the previous example, but much less playing strength. You 
know partner has no outside aces or kings, so you may have at least three side-suit losers (or 
perhaps five!), as well as a possible spade loser or two.  

♠J982   ♥4   ♦A10432   ♣876  
4S. You have no real hopes of making this contract, but your excellent spade support and singleton 
heart guarantee that partner won't go down very many tricks. You know the opponents are short in 
spades and that they can surely make at least 4H or 5C (or even 3NT) if you let them bid it. Your 4S 
bid is an "advance" sacrifice -- it uses up bidding space before the opponents can find their contract. 

And if partner holds a hand such as  ♠AKxxxxx  ♥xxx  ♦xx  ♣x , you'll even make your game.  
You are vulnerable. Partner opens 3C and the opponent on your right passes. What is your bid?  

♠AJ8   ♥A53   ♦Q1054   ♣A92  
3NT. Partner is vulnerable, so he should have a good 7-card suit (you have the ace and jack, so he 

must have at least the ♣KQ). You can therefore count 9 tricks -- 7 clubs and 2 aces -- and you have a 
"stopper" in diamonds if the opponents lead that suit.  

♠5   ♥A94   ♦AKQ1076   ♣A53  
6C. You know the opponents have the ace of spades, but you can be almost sure that this is the only 
trick partner will lose. Count your possible tricks. Partner will take at least 6 or 7 club tricks (he 

should have the ♣KQ of clubs), 1 heart and 3 diamonds right off the top. He should be able to find 2 
or 3 more tricks by trumping his spades in your hand or by running your diamonds.  

 

(Opening Far More Unusual 4-Bids from Karen on Page 9) 
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(continued on page 8) 
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Four-Bids  
For unusual hands with very long suits and limited high-card strength. 

 
An opening bid or overcall at the four-level is similar to a Three-Bid, but with a longer suit and more 
playing strength. You should usually have an 8-card or longer suit, and you may have an ace or king 
outside.  
Even at this high level, your bid is still intended as a preempt, so it should be relatively weak in high-card 
points (no more than 10-11 pts.). With a hand of opening bid strength or better, you can better describe 
your hand by opening a one-bid and then jumping to game in your suit after partner responds. This 
allows partner to bid a slam if he has the right type of hand. With a very strong high-card-point hand 
(21+) and a long suit, open a Strong Two-Bid.  

 Major Suits: An opening bid of 4H or 4S is called a "shut-out" bid. You may have good hopes of 
actually making your contract, especially if you're vulnerable. If you can't make it, it may be a 
good sacrifice, even if the opponents double.  

 Minor Suits: You can also open with 4C or 4D, but this isn't as common. A minor suit four-bid 
isn't game, so the rewards aren't as great if you do make your contract. Unless you have a very 
long suit and unusual hand, you should usually open a Three-Bid with a long minor. Consider 
opening 5C or 5D if you have a real "freak" hand and some expectation of making your contract.  

 Overcalls: Use these same guidelines to choose your bid if an opponent has opened the bidding. 
A 4-level jump overcall of your suit has the same meaning as if you had opened 4 of your suit.  

 
Non-Vulnerable Four-Bids 
When deciding whether or not to open or overcall with a Four-Bid, consider the vulnerability. If you are 
not vulnerable, a Four-Bid tends to be weaker and more preemptive. It can be especially effective if the 
opponents are vulnerable -- the higher you bid, the tougher you make it for them to find their best 
contract.  
Non-vulnerable Four-Bids can be made with hands where you have little hope of making the contract 
unless partner has a very good hand. A good guideline is to have about 7-8 playing tricks. Some 
examples of non-vulnerable Four-Bids:  

 ♠AJ987532   ♥2   ♦QJ4   ♣3    ♠  ♥  ♦   

 ♠7   ♥AKQJ942   ♦6   ♣J1063  

 ♠63   ♥Void   ♦KJ2   ♣QJ1097543  

 
Vulnerable Four-Bids 
If you're vulnerable, be cautious. A Four-Bid may still be made to preempt the opponents, but you 
should have more playing strength -- about 8 or 9 tricks in your own hand. You can open a vulnerable 
Four-Bid with hands like:  

 ♠AKQ10765   ♥Void   ♦43   ♣QJ106  

 ♠2   ♥KQJ86543   ♦A54   ♣5  

 ♠Void   ♥9   ♦K76   ♣KQ9876543  
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Bridge at the club 

Is so fun to play, 

I go when I can 

And that’s most every day! 

I play with Mabel. 

Jane plays with Sue. 

We try to emerge 

As Pair One  

And Pair Two! 

NORTH AMERICAN PAIRS RESULTS: 
 
Flight A - 8 tables 
1 George Jacobs, Hinsdale IL; Claude Vogel, Chicago IL 
2 Michael Steigmann, Wilmette IL; Josh Shanes, Skokie IL 
3 Cheri Bjerkan, Elmhurst IL; Larry Robbins, Deerfield IL 
4 Craig Allen, Glen Ellyn IL; Stephen Donahue, Riverwoods IL 
5 Wieslaw Kalita, Woodridge IL; Jaroslaw Piasecki, Mundelein IL 
 
Flight B Finals - 4.5 Tables 
1 Sean McNally - Julia White, Chicago IL 
2 James Abbott, Chicago IL; Charles Alexander, Northbrook IL 
3 Gregory Harding, Madison WI; Douglas Babcock, Fitchburg WI 
4 Henry Shi - Ping Hu, Naperville IL 
 
Flight C Finals - 5 Tables 
1 Paul Rogerson, Chicago IL; William Rogerson, Winnetka IL 
2 Max Krawczyk, Palo Alto CA; Avery Wang, Chicago IL 
3 Margaret Bohanon - Sandra Cooper, Oconomowoc WI 
4 Alec Sun - Gan Yang, Chicago IL 

 
 

 



Unit 123 Windy City Regional (new venue, same great competition!) 

White Eagle Banquets & Restaurant, 6839 N. Milwaukee Ave, Niles  (Chicago)  

Thursday June 27 

10 and 3 Open Pairs (stratified) 

Gold Rush Pairs (stratified) 

Friday June 28 

10 and 3 Open Pairs (stratified) 

Gold Rush Pairs (stratified) 

Saturday June 29 

10 and 3 Open Pairs (stratified) 

Gold Rush Pairs (stratified) 

Sunday June 30 

10 playthrough 

Open Swiss (stratified) 

Gold Rush Swiss (stratified) 

Open Stratification 0-2500/2500-5000/5000+ MP averaging 

Gold Rush stratification 0-200/200-400/400-750   

MP averaging but no player may be over 750 

 

Tournament Chair: Betsy Downs 

loverofbeagles@gmail.com 
 

Partnership Chair: Jan Churchwell 

jan8242@gmail.com 
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Stan Subeck Central States Regional 

White Eagle Banquets & Restaurant 

6839 N. Milwaukee Ave, Niles  (Chicago)  

 

 

Friday November 8 

10 and 3 Open Pairs (stratified) 

Gold Rush Pairs (stratified) 

 

Saturday November 9 

10 and 3 Open Pairs (stratified) 

Gold Rush Pairs (stratified) 

 

Sunday November 10 

10 and 3 Open Pairs (stratified) 

Gold Rush Pairs (stratified) 

 

Monday November 11 (Veteran’s Day) 

10 playthrough 

Open Swiss (stratified) 

Gold Rush Swiss (stratified) 

 

Open Stratification 0-2500/2500-5000/5000+ MP averaging 

Gold Rush stratification 0-200/200-400/400-750   

MP averaging but no player may be over 750 
 

Tournament Chair: Suzi Subeck 

stansubeck@prodigy.net 
 

Partnership Chair:  

TBD 
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